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INTRODUCTION 

Probiotics are live bacteria that improve the host's health 

when consumed in sufficient quantities. The first 

observation of the beneficial effects of some bacteria can 

be attributed to Metchnikoff's work in the early 1900s, 

who demonstrated that these beneficial bacteria can 

replace negative organisms with positive results. The 

term probiotic means "life support" and was coined by 

Lilly and Stillwell in the 1960s.
[1]

 Mechnikov defined 

probiotics in scientific terms as altering the 

flora/microbial diversity of the human body and 

replacing bad bacteria with good bacteria. However, this 

success was due to the work of Henry Tissier, who 

discovered that the microbial abundance of certain 

bacteria in the stool of children with diarrhea was lower 

than that of healthy children. It was the first to propose 

that giving live bacteria (Bifidobacterium) orally to 

patients with diarrhea could help improve intestinal 

health. Havenaar and Huisint Veld proposed the modern 

definition of probiotics as the use of bacteria alone or in 

combination to benefit the host by enhancing the 

properties of native plants when administered to animals 

or humans.
[2]

 In recent years, probiotic research has 

advanced, and commercial interest in the concept of 

probiotic foods has grown. This increase in research has 

resulted in significant advances in our understanding and 

ability to use specific probiotics, as well as attempts to 

justify their health benefits. Probiotic foods account for a 

significant portion of the food market and are growing at 

an exponential rate, with a monthly market growth 

potential of approximately $120 million. There are 

numerous questionable comments. Popular in the 

Japanese and European markets for many years, the 

company has now expanded into new markets, including 

the Persian Gulf region, as evidenced by the numerous 

probiotic foods available in grocery and health food 

stores. The idea that fermented milk or yogurt is 

beneficial is already widespread in the region, as local 

doctors have traditionally used this product to treat a 

variety of diseases, including skin allergies, abdominal 

pain, and, in particular, diarrhoea and leukorrhea.
[3]

 

However, serious concerns remain about the quality, 

labeling, and verification of applications for some of 

these products. mistake. International consensus on the 

efficacy and safety of these products.
[4]

 The European 

Health and Welfare Act of 2006 (1) includes common 

Review Article  ISSN 2454-2229 wjpls, 2024, Vol. 10, Issue 12, 33-37 

World Journal of Pharmaceutical and Life Sciences 
WJPLS 

 

www.wjpls.org 
SJIF Impact Factor: 7.409 

ABSTRACT 
It discusses the historical development and current significance of probiotics, which are live bacteria known for 

their beneficial effects when consumed in sufficient amounts. From Mechnikoff's early observations to the modern 

definition proposed by Havenaar and Huis int Veld, probiotics have grown in popularity, fueled by increased 

research and commercial interest. A comprehensive framework for evaluating probiotics in food items, which 

addresses the challenges and complexities of incorporating probiotics into functional foods. They were developed 

in collaboration with the Indian Council of Medical Research (ICMR) and the Department of Biotechnology 

(DBT). The abstract discusses key components such as regulatory implications for probiotics, guidelines, and 

evaluation of probiotics in food, and the challenges and complexities of incorporating probiotics into functional 

foods. 

 

KEYWORDS: Probiotics, Functional foods, ICMR, DBT. 

 

*Corresponding Author: Pashikanti Shailaja 

Associate Professor, A.U. College of Pharmaceutical Sciences, Andhra University, Visakhapatnam- 530003, Andhra Pradesh, 

India. Email ID: drshailajapashikanti3@gmai.com   

mailto:drshailajapashikanti3@gmai.com


Shailaja et al.                                                                                   World Journal of Pharmaceutical and Life Science  

 

 

 

 

www.wjpls.org         │        Vol 10, Issue 12, 2024.         │          ISO 9001:2015 Certified Journal         │ 

 

 

34 

provisions that allow European Union (EU) member 

states to seek consensus on food health. The idea that 

fermented milk or yogurt is beneficial is already 

widespread in the region, as local doctors have 

traditionally used this product to treat a variety of 

diseases, including skin allergies, abdominal pain, and, in 

particular, diarrhoea and leukorrhea.
[3]

 However, serious 

concerns remain about the quality, labeling, and 

verification of applications for some of these products. 

mistake. International consensus on the efficacy and 

safety of these products.
[4]

 The European Health and 

Welfare Act of 2006 (1) includes common provisions that 

allow European Union (EU) member states to seek 

consensus on food health.
[5] 

 

SCOPE 

It was decided during the consultation that the 

conference's focus will be on probiotics and prebiotics in 

food, rather than biotherapeutics or the use of beneficial 

bacteria in food. The consultation will clarify probiotics 

as live organisms that, when taken in sufficient 

proportions, help the host's health. It will also restrict its 

scope to: Talk about the potential advantages of probiotic 

use. An creature that, when included in the diet, has a 

high enough survival rate to promote the host's health1. 

During the session, it was decided that more probiotics in 

diet would need to be taken into consideration before 

discussing the specific issues with milk. Evaluating 

Probiotic Printing Materials: Quality Assurance and 

Problem Management Safety and Impact on Human 

Health Based on the context of these conversations, the 

discussion featured background information and 

presentations on the following topics: Lactobacilli: 

Taxonomy, Physiology, Nutrients, and Activity (Morelli 

L) Consults on several types of bacteria that can be 

utilized as probiotics in foods. However, Consultation 

Does Not Relate Specifically to Questions About 

Genetically Modified Bacteria terms and conditions are 

applicable to all probiotics.
[6]

 

 

FUNDAMENTALS OF PROBIOTIC SAFETY 

Clinicians, researchers, and policymakers are interested 

in the Basis for Probiotic Safety and other probiotic-

related safety issues. Probiotics, quality, and culture are 

frequently mentioned in these questions. This aids in the 

classification of organisms into specific taxonomic 

categories, which allows for data analysis on these 

species. Furthermore, the adaptable genome system 

enables for precise identification, which is critical for 

tracking the disease throughout the manufacturing 

process and researching the source of the suspected 

ailment. Furthermore, the genome can detect the 

presence of genes of interest, such as those linked with 

virulence, pathogenicity, or drug resistance (AR). 

Theoretical scenario: AR genes carried by probiotics 

could be passed to potential pathogens, host species, or 

environmental pathogens, resulting in a vaccine gene 

repertoire. While researchers continue to assess the risk 

of this mutation and its clinical and public health 

implications, several phenotypic tests may be useful in 

determining the safety of probiotic bacteria. This entails 

improving the purity, potency (number of bacteria that 

can be supplied), and composition of the finished 

product. Furthermore, probiotic products should be 

thoroughly examined based on their intended use to 

detect possible infections. Specific metrics can be 

tailored to the target group, and disadvantaged groups' 

products can be assessed more rigorously than those for 

the broader public. Although microbial contamination of 

the end product and the presence of allergies or other 

pathogens are concerns, these difficulties are not limited 

to probiotics and can be found in other therapies.
[7]

 

 
REGULATORY IMPLICATIONS FOR PROBIOTICS 

The Regulatory Effect of Probiotics: An Assessment The 

regulatory impact of probiotic products is significant 

since it influences the path to marketing authorization 

and compliance. The FDA's position is clear: probiotics 

promoted as "drugs" are likewise considered "biological 

products." If a substance meets the criteria for labeling as 

a novel medication described in Section 201(p) of the 

FDC Act, the drug's analgesic usage requires a biologics 

license. This must be done in accordance with tight rules, 

which include prerequisites for studying new drug uses 

and evaluating the product's safety and effectiveness 

through clinical research testing. According to the law, a 

drug will be classified as this if it is not considered safe 

(GRAS) and effective (GRAE) for usage. These 

standards require experts to obtain confirmation of safety 

and effectiveness based on published data equivalent to 

the data required for new drug approval. As a "new 

drug," they must not only comply with prior approval, 

but also with the FDA's new Drug Investigational 

Application, which includes steps such as alert reporting, 

submission of inspection procedures, development of 

research plans, and institutional review board oversight. 

Dietary supplements would be subject to a significantly 

different regulatory framework. Food ingredients do not 

require permission before being sold, unless they are 

considered new ingredients and require notification. 

Companies can sell products without previous clearance, 

but any claims about their physical or functional effects 

must be reported to and approved by the FDA. To avoid 

regulation, applications with health claims must be 

accepted by the FDA or certified in accordance with the 

plausible version. GRAS food products are under-

approved. By simplifying choices through the prior 

notification procedure, the FDA enables corporations to 

make GRAS judgments on their own, regardless of legal 

challenges.
[8]

 

 

REGULATORY GUIDELINES FOR PROBIOTICS 

IN INDIA 

Given the rapidly developing probiotic business in India 

and around the world, the regulatory environment for 

probiotics in India is critical. Despite this expansion, the 

regulatory landscape for probiotic product releases 

remains unclear. Probiotics are currently found in a 

variety of things, including meals, nutraceuticals, 

supplements, and beverages. Because of the variety of 



Shailaja et al.                                                                                   World Journal of Pharmaceutical and Life Science  

 

 

 

 

www.wjpls.org         │        Vol 10, Issue 12, 2024.         │          ISO 9001:2015 Certified Journal         │ 

 

 

35 

items available, governments have developed distinct 

restrictions based on their intended use. The product is in 

considerable demand, albeit not all evidence is 

conclusive. Although doctors may offer them as part of a 

treatment plan, they are rarely used in place of 

medication. However, the lack of precise laws has 

prompted national regulatory organizations to create 

medicines such as drugs and instructions that are safe, 

effective, and follow good practice. Tradition to address 

safety concerns and prevent the spread of unproven 

probiotic products, the Indian Council of Medical 

Research (ICMR), in collaboration with the Department 

of Biotechnology (DBT), has formed a task force. The 

group is working on creating a regulatory framework for 

probiotic production in India to ensure the safety and 

efficiency of the product.
[9] 

 

ICMR-DBT GUIDELINES FOR EVALUATION OF 

PROBIOTICS IN FOOD 

1. In order to conduct accurate analysis and 

epidemiological studies, both phenotypic and genotypic 

tests should be performed using validated methods. The 

International Commission on Prokaryotic Systematics 

(ICPS) currently accepts the following nomenclature for 

organisms: genus, type, and species. The effects of 

probiotics are species-specific, so it is crucial to identify 

the disease and associate it with specific symptoms. 

 

Probiotics should be tested in vitro using the methods 

listed below. 

 Tolerance to stomach acid, 

 Tolerance to bile acids, 

 Resistance to antibiotics. 

 The activity of bacteria that can do this (acid and 

bacteriocin production), 

 The ability to reduce the adhesion of bacteria to the 

surface, 

 Bile salt hydrolase activity. 

2. Animal efficacy studies: Prior to human trials, 

relevant and valid animal models should be 

employed to confirm in vitro effects.
[10]

 

3. Assessment of probiotics' safety for human use: 

Considering the significance of safety, even among 

bacteria generally recognized as safe (GRAS), 

probiotic bacteria can conduct at least the following 

tests.
[11]

 

4. Evaluation of human efficacy studies: The primary 

findings of probiotic efficacy studies should be 

identical to those of human trials, such as the 

identification and treatment of critical conditions, 

signs, symptoms, health or quality of life, illness risk 

reduction, or distance. The next time it happens, it 

will either take longer or the condition will heal 

faster. All measurements should be correlated with 

probiotic tests. Probiotics in food should not be 

investigated in a Level 3 study (efficacy) unless the 

product has a special health use that requires data to 

support a Phase 3 investigation. If the probiotic food 

has a long history of safe usage abroad, the 

necessary data may be analyzed and determined to 

be sufficient for domestic sale. However, labels 

indicating health benefits must be examined 

differently. Considering the studies completed 

abroad, studies on the efficacy of Indian-containing 

probiotics (which are effective in other people) are 

necessary. To "develop" the experiment, people are 

encouraged to adhere to drug regulatory agency 

requirements. If there is a negative impact, it should 

be monitored and reported to the appropriate 

authorities.
[12]

 

5. The effective dose of probiotic bacteria: The lowest 

dose or effective cell level (in cru/ml/day) of 

probiotic bacteria in food that could provide health 

advantages for clean drinking water, the target 

population, or a single individual. Health practices 

should be clearly described.
[13]

 

6. Labeling requirements: In addition to the standard 

labels required by the food law, the following 

information must be included on the label numbered 

18, 19. Probiotic variations should be labeled 

according to their level of efficacy and shelf life.
[14]

 

7. Production process and insurance: The necessary 

insurance must be available. Probiotic food 

production should adhere to excellent practices. 

Must adhere to Codex General Principles of Food 

Hygiene and the Hazard Analysis and Critical 

Control Points (HACCP) application guide 20.
[15]

 

 

THE ICMR-DBT GUIDELINES ARE STATED 

UNDER FOLLOWING SUB-REQUIREMENTS 

Identification of bacterial genera and species for 

probiotic use: The effectiveness of probiotic supplements 

is heavily reliant on the selection of specific bacteria. As 

a result, proper disease classification is critical and has a 

direct impact on health outcomes. DNA fingerprinting 

(including pulsed-field gel electrophoresis and 

ribotyping), 16S rRNA sequencing, and PCR are all 

techniques for identifying phenotypic and genotypic 

features. Scientific guidelines, including those issued by 

the International Commission on Prokaryotic 

Systematics (ICPS), have recognized these traits and 

nomenclature norms. Bacteria are used in a variety of in 

vitro Tests: Tolerance of stomach acid. (In vivo): All 

probiotic strains can be tested for acute, subacute, and 

acute toxicity resulting from probiotic overdose. The 

efficacy of probiotics discovered in human in vitro 

studies must be validated in animal models. 

 

Tests include identifying antibiotic resistance patterns in 

order to prevent the danger of antibiotic resistance. 

Bacteria should be assessed for toxicity and hemolytic 

activity. The risk of the disease recurring or returning 

more quickly. Phase 3 studies should only be conducted 

if a specific health benefit is demonstrated. Evidence 

from research conducted outside of India on the safety 

and effectiveness of probiotics can be considered for the 

home market, but their benefits must be proven in the 

Indian setting.
[16]
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CHALLENGES AND COMPLEXITIES INTEGRATING 

PROBIOTICS IN FUNCTIONAL FOODS 

Here are some of the problems and difficulties related to 

the integration of probiotics into dietary supplements. 

1. Probiotics: are living organisms that require proper 

storage and consumption to provide health benefits. 

Functional foods can be adaptable, have long shelf lives, 

and are challenging. 

2. Probiotics must live and remain active in the food they 

are integrated into. Certain foods, such as acidity, lipid 

content, and antibiotic presence, can have an impact on 

probiotic activity.  

3. Proper nutrition: Choosing the right amount of 

probiotics in functional meals to balance health benefits 

with customer demand can be challenging. Factors 

including species-specific, demographic, and health 

circumstances should be considered. 

4. Regulatory considerations: Labeling, health claims, 

and safety assessments for probiotic foods differ by law. 

Meeting these requirements complicates product 

manufacturing and marketing.  

5. Consumer Acceptance: Adding probiotics to foods 

without altering taste, texture, or appearance is crucial 

for ensuring consumer satisfaction. In addition, 

consumers' opinions, preferences, and beliefs 

surrounding probiotics might also affect their purchasing 

decisions.  

6. Production Costs and Limitations: The cost of 

probiotic strains, designs, and production processes may 

impact the feasibility of incorporating probiotics into 

food processing. It is critical to be efficient, cost-

effective, and maintain quality. 

7. Sustainability and environmental friendliness: 
Assessing the environmental impact of probiotic 

production, raw materials, and packaging complicates 

the engagement process. Consumers are increasingly 

interested in sustainable practices and ecologically 

friendly packaging.  

8. Continuous research and innovation: It necessary to 

uncover new probiotic strains, delivery mechanisms, and 

development technologies to improve the effectiveness 

and stability of probiotics in processed foods. Keeping 

up with the latest developments in probiotic research and 

technology is vital to productivity. Collaborate to create 

nutritional goods that incorporate healthy and consumer-

friendly probiotics.
[17]

 

 

CONCLUSION 

According to a comprehensive study on probiotics 

conducted by the Indian Council of Medical Research 

(ICMR) and the Department of Biotechnology (DBT), 

probiotics hold great promise for improving health. 

Regulatory complexities, maintaining product quality, 

and contributing to the advancement of probiotic 

research in India. With the implementation of such 

protocols, the integration of probiotics into functional 

foods will further evolve, offering enhanced health 

benefits and fostering consumer confidence in probiotic-

containing products. Regulatory guidelines and scientific 

protocols will be vital for furthering probiotic research 

and assuring the safety and efficacy of probiotic-

containing food items in India.
[18][19][20]
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